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FRESH SUPPLY OF MORMON 
WIVES. 
Tue woinen converts to the doctrines of Mor- 
monism come chiefly from the Old World, En- 
Denmark 


yland, Scotland, Wales, Norway, and 
Sweden being the fields most successtul 

el by the emissaries sent forth by Brigham 
na. ' For a long time they were glad to ob 
matrimonial recruits of any age t 





Yor 
tuit but recent 
lv orders have been given to send over none but 
girls and young women, there being an oversup 
ply of the old and middle-aged Phese 
are received at Salt Lake City, and thence dis- 
tributed in ** lots’ among the various Mormon 
settlements. Many of the women appear to be 


others bit 


recruits 


entirely indifferent to their fate, while 


terly repent their folly when repentance is too 
late. 

Our illustration on page 97 shows the depart- 
ure of a number of these recruits from Salt Lake 
City An elder leads the train, and with a pow- 
erful voice intones a hymn, in which the others 
join, though nene of them appear to be in the 
rnood for singing. 


—s = 

A CONFESSION. 

Conrzssion implies wrong-doing, somewhere, 

by some 

Conte 
when voluntary 

Repentance calls for forgiveness and absolu- 

tion. Werel a Catholic the question 

would have settled itself long ago. As it is, 


confession is made to the great heart of humanity, 


one. 
ion should imy 





ly repentance. It does, 


Roman 
my 


»se charity is broad and boundless in propor- 





tion as its source is deep and pure. 
Nature made gentleman If I 
proved a scamp, the fault is my own, and the 


me a have 


penalty. No vicarious sin or atonement for me. 
Every man his own angel or devil 

To see Nora Blake was to love her Don't 
talk about circumstances ; they have n thing to 
do with the fact I state it 

I'o see Nora Blake was to love her. Do vou 


expect me to describe her ? 
‘* Item, two eves and a item, two lips 


nose: 
iem—" Any inventory would 


indifferent red 





be as satisfactory 
Think of the handsomest woman vou ever 
] the nobiest, the hau 


the most 


saw; the daintiest, yhtiest, 
most gracious, the 
wisest, the wittiest, the most womanly—in other 


Add to the 
other charm, which, wanting all the rest, would 


the accomph hed, 


words, the most loving. e yet an- 
enchantress a 
its 


the 


make the plainest woman an 
subtle personality belonging to those rare spi 
r 


who, having the gift of recognition, discern 
and do it reverence. 


best with 


individuality of a human soul 

Every man was at his Nora Blake 
Somehow the brightest, wittiest speeches always 
said themselves in her pre 
harbor, much less utter, dullness in the air she 
they van 


ence: no one could 


As for unworthy thoughts, 


thsolute purity as miasma before 


breathed. 
ished before her 





the rising sun and a fre 
Meadows 


will re 


Conway ind the 


very names all to a score or more the 


fair young girl and her father, with whom she 
was traveling. No one knew any thing about 
them, whether in society or out; no one ever 


heard of Johnston Blake before that I could dis 
cover, yet he seemed familiar with every city and 
and abroad too, for that mat- 
** hob 


was on 


town in the Union, 
ter. If he hadnt 
vlasa to glass.” it 
gins Ogiass. 1 | 
He would certainly have done it three thousand 


a-nobbed with Pharaoh 
ly the fault of the times 





years ago 
~ England and the Duke of Devonshire, Russia 
and the Czar, Napoleon ‘or Victor Emanuel 

it was all one to him; his relations seemed pe 
culiarly intimate with all magnates, and his 
daughter Nora was queen regnant at the mount- 
ains. 

Whatever Mr. Blake's experiences might have 
been, they were not his daughter's, for she had 
passed ten years in a convent at Montreal, never 
seeing her father in all that time till three months 
before their advent at the mountains. She told 
me this one day as we strolled together by the 
Artist Falls. 
natural in her frank confidence with me; it 
the free expression 


There never seemed any thing un- 
wis 
as spontaneous as a child's ; 
of a pure, guileless nature, to which all that was 
manliest and strongest in my own responded, 

Her mother she could not remember, save as 
a fair vision in a setting of tropical flowers, in- 
tense color, long shady verandas, dusky forms 
flitting like shadows, tempest, thick darkness, 
and a swift-flowing river, all blurred and misty, 
like a half-remembered dream. Her own life 
and love had been bounded by the convent walls, 
where she had been taught thoroughly every 
grace and accomplishment of mind and body. 
Her soul was God's own gift, and blossomed in 
its fairness like any other great white fragrant 
flower. 

Four times each year her father wrote to her, 
sometimes from one place, sometimes from anoth- 
Every year he sent for her picture, sending 
instead 


er. 
his in return. 
of a letter, he came himself, allowed her fifteen 
minutes to bid good-by to the sisters and the 
only home she had ever known, whose gray walls 
seemed part of her daily lite, whose matin and 
vesper bells she still waited and listened to hear 
as the days began and ended. He was satisfied 
with every thing but her toilet. Three days in 
New York rectified that, however, and Miss Nora 
Blake was adorned for conquest, without as well 
as within. 

There had been no lack of money.* It flowed 
like water. ‘They had been traveling for three 
months as funcy dictated and the season sug 
gested—a few weeks at Newport, as many more 
at Saratoga. Every where Nora's beauty and 
freshness had attracted attention to an extent 


The day she was sixieen, 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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that evidently annoyed her father, who, having 
lived without her very comfortably for ten years, 
was restless now if she was out of his sight for 
an hour. 

If Nora Blake was a study, Johnston Blake 
h of a study, especially if you 
saw the two together. They were like the posi- 
tive and negative of a photograph, all the lights 
and shades reversed. 

‘The man puzzled, interested, attracted, and 
repelled, with his swarthy face, as if life had been 
passed under Indian suns—thick jet-black hair 
flashing black eyes, impene- 
trable and penetrating ; lips that rarely smiled ; 
a proud reticence of manner, with an assurance 
that at times 
morbid dissatisfaction, cropping out occasionally, 
but repressed by a strong effort as sson as as- 
serted. With the culture, polish, and elegance 
of a man of the world, thoroughly cognizant of 
its good and evil, it was impossible from any 
chance remark to identify him with any locality 
or individual that would tell his story. I re 
member even then the suspicion, vague enough, 
crossed my mind that his name was an assumed 


was qiute as mit 


in clustering curls ; 


seemed a disguise for a restless, 


one, 

Nora was as exquisite in her fairness as her 
father was pronounced in his shadows. Her 
golden hair floated in heavy loose curls, uncon- 





ventionally enough for an artist's fancy, around 
a lovely Clytie forehead ; to give a strange piqu- 
ancy to the large gray eyes, the lashes were black 





and extraordinarily long and thick, the eyebrows 
straight and black, but delicate in their drawing ; 
esembled her 
wok the place of reti- 


the other features father's when 
in repose, but frananess t 
cence, and sunny smiles plaved constantly about 
the rosy mouth, so sweet, so lovable, it seemed a 
fraud that no other 7 should touch them. 


and charm of womanhood, 


‘The nameless grace 


the sweetness and unconscious purity of child- 
hood (before Innocence, the flower of I:den, has 
given place to Virtue, the fruit of Knowledg: 

aroused desire and silenced its expression. Who 


would have dared to break the spell or trouble 
the clear mirror of a soul so deep that, once 
stirred, would never again reflect heaven in its 
boundlessness and purity ? 

age. We had been together 
four weeks, riding, walking, boating, dancing, 
singing, talking; nay, more dangerous still, we 
I kne vy she was fond 
in part 


I was twice her 


had been silent together. 
of me. I knew her father trusted me 

because of my age, in part because of my 
ty and the utter absence of complimen 
world calls compliment, in my conversation with 
No one else might have driven her alone 
to Diana's Baths; no one else unhindered could 
have walked with her alone by moonlight, and 
strayed, as we so often strayed, under the shadow 


grav 








as the 


her. 


of the elms. 

‘*T know my daughter is safe with you, Dr. 
Horton, You are not a marrying man, [ take 
as 

‘No, I am not a marrying man.” 

Good Heavens! was the man crazy, or was I 
crazy ? 

It was a silent walk till we reached the woods ; 
then Nora rallied me on my abstraction. ‘** Evi- 
dently I did not care for her company ; she would 
not trouble me.” With a merry laugh she flitted 
away, light as a fairy, on through the woodland, 
till her snowy muslin and floating blue ribbons 
vanished quite. I made no etfort to overtake 
her. I was pondering on the revelation my soul 
was making to myself. 

A sudden cry made my heart leap. I rushed 
forward in the direction Nora had taken, guided 
by the cry, repeated, “Dr. Horton! Louis! quick }” 
When I reached the spot I found her not in any 
real danger, but standing on a log midway of the 
stream she had essayed to cross, when a plank 
had treacherously floated away, leaving her safe 
enough, but unable, without assistance, to return 
to the shore she had left. 

It was the work of an instant to step into the 
current, take the frightened girl in my arms, and 
bear her to the other side. The burden was 
light enough in my arms, with hers round my 
neck, her golden hair touching my cheek, her 
sweet lips so close to mine. 2 

I did not kiss her then. 
so far! 

I released her suddenly. I threw myself on 
the thick short grass, trembling in every limb. 
Great drops stood on my brow; my 
hoarse and thick with passion and pain as I an- 
swered roughly her gentle, anxious questioning. 

** Are you tired or hurt? I was too heavy. I 
am so sorry te , 

**Go away, child, go away.” 

T had pondered as I walked. There was no 
need of questioning now. Yes, I loved Nora 
Blake: loved her madly, passionately, not as 
boys love, not as the fashionable society men, 
who flutter after every new butterfly; but as a 
man loves who knows what life is, who has suf- 
fered and sinned, it may be, but who has conquer- 
ed and believes himself secure, learning dav by 
day the lesson of patient endurance and silent 
expiation. 

** The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 


Ah, so near and yet 


voice was 








children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 

Heaven and hell! ‘Those were the two pic- 
tures before my eyes, covered with my clasped 
hands, while my whole frame trembled and quiv- 
ered with the thrill, the enchantment of her touel:. 

Her soft white hands were laid upon my head 
in the caressing way a child uses toward her pet 
kitten or bird when hurt; lifting the hair from 
my temples while she begged me to tell her her 
fault. 

**Are you ill, Dr. Horton? Dear Dr. Horton, 
are youangry? Twas not very much frightened. 
1 called you because I wanted you. 
half so nice without yon. I like you so much 
ull the time, I want you to like me all the time 


Nothing is 


too, and not get tired of me.” 
** Tired of you, Noral” The great gray eyes | 


WEEKLY. 


were close to mine as I raised my head suddenly. 











They read the story in my eves that my hear 

would fain have concealed—the love and its 10pe- 

lessnes She did not understand it, but she 

knew it, and her whole heart went into the words, 
‘ , " 


‘Oh, Louis, why not? TI love you 

How could I tell her why? It was so sweet 
to sit there hand in hand, the water flowing at 
our feet, the flickering shadows on the grass, 
melodious 


the fragrance of summer in the air, 


with the song of birds, trilling their happy love! 

De you not love me, Louis ?” 

** Yes, Nora, I love you, 

**T knew you did. I saw it in your eyes. 
Why are you afraid? Are you poor? Papa 
has more money than he knows how to use. I 
am to have my own way always. VPapa likes 
you too, better than any one else. He said last 
night he wished some sensible fellow like you 
would ask to marry me, instead of Linton and 
Shaw and Vestryke and the rest—tfortune-hunt- 
ers, he called them, and fast young men! He 
didn’t think then how much I cared for you al- 
ready, and that I should—yes, I believe I really 
have offered you my love, instead of waiting for 
you to ask for it in words. Your eyes asked 
plain enough, Sir! Not that it makes any dif- 
ference, you know, who speaks first, only per- 
haps you will tease me some day when I am 
your wife. You must promise, though, never 
to tell: it is our secret. Dr. Horton was poor 
and shy, and oh! ever so old, and didn’t dare 
tell the young, rich, and lovely Nora Blake that 
he loved her; so, for fear of two heart-aches, 
she was audacious and honest, and told him she 
would like to be his wife!” 

I took her dear head between my hands, so 
cold and trembling, crushing the soft golden 
curls in my close grasp, as I turned the sweet 
face up to mine, and looked far down into the 
deep, tender gray eyes, so loving, so trusting, 
liquid with unshed tears. ‘The sweet, tremulous 
lips, so soft and warm, returned the gentle kiss 
I pressed for the first time upon their dewy 
freshness. I touched her broad low forehead 
lightly, reverently, and closed the eyes whose 
gaze I could not meet, sealing them with a kiss 
of love and parting. 

‘*Nora, I love you. I am not poor. You 
can not be my wife. Dear child, forgive me. 
Forget me, if you can. O God! my burden is 
heavier than I can bear!” 

A gray shadow crept over the fair young face, 
the light went out from the soft loving eves, the 
color faded from the rosy lips; like a lily on its 
stalk her head drooped upon her breast, and she 
sank helpless at my feet. I knew it was only 
faintness from the sudden shock. My profes- 
sional experience told me it would pass and 
leave no sign on the perfect vitality of one so 
young and strong; but I felt like a murderer, 
and my ‘*‘ Thank God!” was earnest and fer- 
vent when the white lids first trembled, then 
opened slowly, and she murmured, ‘‘'Take me 
home!” 

Not a word was spoken on the way, which 
seemed to stretch out endlessly. We reached 
the house at last. The piazza was deserted for 
the late supper. I Jed her in to the door of their 
suit of apartments, She opened the door, and 
closed it after her without a word. 

Have you ever seen a beautiful butterfly cap- 
tured by a thoughtless child and roughly han- 
dled in his indiscreet admiration and eagerness, 
till the struggling captive, released, flutters with 
bruised and drooping wing? Its brightness and 
glory faded and crushed, never more to flit in 
and out among the roses in the sunlight, it is fit 
only to creep into the shade and die! Such was 
the change wrought in Nora Blake in one short 
hour. 

And I? No explanation was possible. Bet- 
ter the most ruthless parting than the lingering 
agony of even another day to both. 

I packed my valise, paid my bill, gave as my 
excuse a hasty summons from home, and caught 
the nine-o'clock stage, determined as speedily as 
possible to put myself face to face with the why 
I could not marry Nora Blake! 

Look at it—the fair sweet reason why! The 
room is large and airy; the walls are padded, 
the windows barred. ‘That naked horror crouch- 
ing on the floor, whose only covering is her mat- 
ted hair, who greets me with profane obscenity 
and drunken maudlin drivel—that woman is my 
wife! She has borne my name for ten long 
years, and will not die. Divorce? No, the 
law does not give it for such cause. Who shall 
decide—insanity the cause or result of intem- 
perance? In bonds ‘‘for better fur worse, in 
sickness or health, till death us do part.” 

For a year I straggled on. I did not go into 
society. I sought to dall thonght and memory 
in work among the poor, the degraded, the out- 
cast, but in vain. I was ont of the world, but 
the world came to me, or rumors of it. I heard 
from time to time of the beautiful Miss Blake, 
heartless and cold as an iceberg, winning love 
for the sake of spurning it, .revenging on the 
race the sin of one. 

Poor child! I could not help her, could not 
save or cure her. God and time alone could do 
that, but I would put distance between us. I 
would not ran the risk ofa chance meeting and 
its certain pain 

I left New York abruptly for California, bury- 
ing myself and my identity in the whirl and 
bustle of a new life, a new profession Every 
thing that reminded me in any way of the past 
distasteful. Loring, my old chum, was 
then editor of a daily paper, and worked more 
or less on a popular magazine. 

‘The very drudgery of the routine work had a 
fascination for me. I accepted his offer as as- 
sistant, filling the position so acceptably to the 
proprietors that when Loring went East to be 
married, and finally decided to settle in the 
States, I took the whcle work of the office on 
m: shoulders, 
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vears rolled round till the nast I 
like a dream, save for the hideous nightmare 


whose reality I Oo remember every 


ds ot 


quarter, when I all mv ¢ 





freedom fiom the 
acutest torture ’ 
comfort to the | 


ings to purchase 
and sounds that 
without giving any 
wretch. 

Her brother G 
long as I remitted reg 
not 
in the event of his siste 
able happening than my 
are proverbially long-lived. 


sights were 


me 
iston had solemnly promised 
larly the 


me 





sum agreed 


to communicate witl In anv Way ex 





s de 





Nearly ten vears had passed since that sum 
mer in Conway which had changed the current 
of my life, and given in return vatonce 


a mem 
sweet and bitter, as often as it recurred 
with it a pang of self-reproach that I would : 
given all the vears I had yet to live to feel hon- 
estly freed from. 


There was an unusual jiess of work at the 
office, and I was in immediate need of od 
copyist and a competent proof-reader | 
work could be done at home, but must be mpt 


and reliable” I advertised my need. 

From a hundred written applications I select 
ed one who offered to do either or both kinds of 
work at an absurdly low rate. Not that | meant 
to take advantage of that. I always paid good 
wages for good work, and settled terms myself 

But the firm round penmanship, much like 


what we call an engrossing liand, pleased me, 








and was guarantee for the copying I 
referred to the A/ta office as proof-reader—a 
recommendation in itself. But the signature 
er all, was what most attracted me. Itw t 
of an occasional cont tor to our ma "s 
and one that was of more or less fi oc- 
currence on the pages of other mag s and 
periodicals, Eas West 

The name itself was oe 
had a foreign tang. ‘ by the 
writer told nothing. Sometimes it was ry 
tale or a nursery rhyme, sometimes a ] al 
arti le, sometimes arousing sti ng lyri 1 
a tender womanly song of love and hope, a story 
of passion and pain, keen subtle analysis of 
German thought, or an exhaustive musi crit- 
icism. Always fresh and yorous, the blade 





was trenchant and keen and wielded by a] 
erful hand. 

I answered 
given, stating the work 
hour for calling for and returning 


proof. 


the application to 


required, the terins and 





Contrary to my intention, I was absent from 
the office when the work was gis It would 
not have made much difference if I had 





been on the spot, for it I 
who called, with a written order, the man being 
either deaf and dumb or utter! rant of the 
English language. 

For nearly six months the work was done well 


ign 














and promptly, per agreement, without any clew 
farnished as to the personality of Aron Kebla. 
Occasionally on the proof-sheets were queries that 
surprised me, sometimes suggestions so apt that 
their apparent impertinence was easily forg 
I began to play tricks w . 
introducing out-of-the-wa S Wi re 
inaccuracies. Greek, Hebrew, or Sanskrit, it 
was all one. Not the least trivial error ever es 
caped. 

Abont this time a remarkable article e 
ed in the Advance, in answer to cue 
lights of New Y } ~~ ith pa allel ssages f m 
the Anti-Jacobin, ex| e g a | 
would-be learned ] Iding | Ip 
deservedly to ridicule 

The signature was Aron Kebla. I ter 
mined to hunt up the author, proof-read ind 
copyist, and if possible secure bis s s " 

' 


special department of the daily, 1 
my ability, if I were to manage the magazine 
also, 

The fates were against me. From the honr 
I formed my resolution I neit! ‘ 











more of Aron Kebla. The 1: proof was re- 
turned by mail incomplete, without comment 
No one could identify the ( vd 


been the occasional messe1 
had slipped entirely out ot 
haunted me I can not tell 
too absurd to put in words kept 
me, as elusive as a dream we vainly endeavor 
to recall, but which is ever just beyond our gras 

I found myself growing morbid over it. I 
wandered over the city at odd tin 
the-way places, in nooks and corners. in t 
hope that something would give me the lost clew 





A vague something 


ting be e 





es, in ¢ - 





To excuse my own folly I resumed 1 pro- 
fessional habit of charity practice after dark I 
could afford to do it, for, spite « f the st ly in 
on my income, my own habits were so simple it 
I had accumulated enough to afford to be gener- 


ous of time and prescriptions, if not of mone 
One evening, as I turned out of Dupont 


alleys that make a su 












into one of those blin r 
lative of their positive filth and disreputableness, 






above the hurly-burly and din, the wrangling 1 
profanity, characteristic of that God-fors 
spot, I heard a woman's voice, whose pzthios 


would have thrilled me, aside from a painful 


sense of familiarity in its tone. 





** Men, if vou indeed men with human 
hearts, spare me for twenty-four hours! My fa 


ther can not live throngh the night! 

“ Nuff that yer gammon! Seed that game fore 
now. ‘Twenty-four 
t’ fly ’s well’s young uns! 
no debts. Stan’ ‘side. purty un; 
We're going arter th’ ole cove an’ the fixir 


Yes, I should | 








!—time fur 


sick is 


jours 
Bare walls don't pay 
sha'n'’t hu 





ave done it just the same d 

the woman been old and u instead of 4 g 

and fair. As the ruftian was about to lay |is 

hand on the woman's shoulder [ stepped between, 
** Hands off! What's the matter? 


**Gorra! it’s you, Doc, is it?” (1 was ries 
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